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The 41st General Membership Meeting of the Silver City Food Co-op was held Sunday May 1st at the Volunteer Center on a 
beautiful sunny day. Of the 33 people who signed in, there were 6 co-op staff, 7 board members, and 4 board candidates. The remaining 16 came to 
hear about the marketplace challenges facing the co-op, and the state of our fi nances, and to meet the board candidates. The organizers could not help 
but feel disappointment at the low turnout, but as you will see, nearly everyone who came was fully engaged!

Here are some of the highlights.
The Carrot Game
We started the meeting by sitting at 4 tables where we all learned about the life of a specifi c organic carrot. The carrots came from Walmart and Albert-
sons in Silver City, Whole Foods in Tucson, and Natural Grocers in Las Cruces. Each table was given a bag of carrots from one of the stores and had 
to determine where their carrots were grown, how they were stored and then transported to the seller, cost to the seller, cost to the consumer, how they 
tasted, and what buying the carrots gave back to our community. 
After completing the game, Co-op Treasurer Karen Strelko shared her research on answers to the questions for each table. This led to an informative 
discussion on carrot mega-producer Grimmway in California, whose carrots had the least enjoyable taste. We then talked about vague labeling and 
how a consumer often cannot obtain more specifi c information, such as where the carrots were grown, because many sellers consider this proprietary 
information. Karen then talked about the carrots from the Co-op. We sell locally grown carrots from Frisco Farms whenever we can, but when season-
ally unavailable we purchase from the same sources as our competition. 
We recognized that all four competitors provide a product, employment, and may give back funds to the community. However, a small local business, 
like our co-op, provides a greater revenue stream to Silver City.

Meet the Candidates 
Next up was a fun question-and-answer session with four candidates running for the board: Bill Blakemore, Jean-Robert Béffort, Nancy Coates (a cur-
rent board member appointed last year for a one-year term), and Mike Giusto (running as a write-in). At the beginning of the session, Kelduyn Garland, 
a candidate on the ballot, was present and explained her April 28th decision to withdraw from the election. 
The candidates introduced themselves, stated why they wanted to be on the board, and then answered serious and delightfully silly questions from the 
moderator and attendees. It really came across what wonderful, quality people we had running for the board this year, plus they were all such good 
sports and showed us their sense of humor. At the close of the session, we took a short break for member-owners to vote. The 2016 election was of-
fi cially closed at the end of the meeting.

General Manager’s State of the Co-op Report
A handout was distributed to attendees, which was a summary fi nancial report, prepared by General Manager, Joe Z., based on the 2016 year-end 
review of the co-op’s fi nancial statements by Mackie, Reid & Company, P.A., our independent certifi ed public accounting fi rm. The handout included 
balance sheet, income statement, and amount of business transacted with members and with nonmembers. 
Joe discussed a wide range of topics, including the increased competition for organics because companies like Walmart and Albertsons are purchasing 
from organic growers. He stressed how product availability and competition from mainstream grocers was impacting food cooperatives across the 
country and was not unique to Silver City. To counteract loss of sales, some cooperatives are introducing non-organic or GMO items to attract more 
customers. Joe emphasized this is not a direction we want to pursue.

From Your Board...
By Carmon Steven
            Board Secretary

2016 Annual General Membership Meeting
    Fun, Informative, a Little Disappointing, and Very Inspiring

Silver City Food Co-op
Board of Directors

L to R:
Carmon Steven 
Karen Strelko 
Nancy Coates
Jennifer Johnston
Jean Béffort 
Gail Rein
Bill Blakemore
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Kids’ Corner
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FREE FRUIT FUN

Alba
very emollient

unscented lotion
12 oz

reg $9.89

SALE $6.99

Nordic Naturals
Baby’s DHA
Unfl avored

2 oz
reg $15.99

SALE $12.99

Shikai
Shampoo

Assorted, 8 oz
reg $8.99

SALE $6.99

Light Mountain
Henna Hair Color

& Conditioner
Assorted
reg $6.19

SALE $4.99

UP 4
Kids Cubes
Probiotics

60 ct
reg $29.99

SALE $21.99

Himalaya
Party Smart

10 vcaps
reg $1.99

SALE $1.69

Garden of Life
Raw Fit

Marley Coffee Protein
443 g

reg $39.99

SALE $32.99

July HABA & Supplements Sales
June 29 - July 19 July 20 - August 2

Andalou
Lime Blossom

Hand Cream
3.4 oz

reg $7.59

SALE $5.99

Board Meeting Schedule
The SCFC Board of Directors meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 614 N. Bullard Street, 
4:30-7:30 pm. 

Ten minutes is set aside at the beginning of every 
board meeting for member comments.  The time will 
be divided evenly among those members who would 
like to speak.  If ten minutes is insuffi cient, a special 
meeting may be called on another day.  If a member 
wants more time, they can contact the president and 
ask to be added to the agenda.  Please make this re-
quest at least one week before the meeting.

Board of Directors

Karen Strelko/President
Board Term: 2015-2018
browserandlouie@yahoo.com
Jean-Robert Béffort/Vice President
Board Term: 2016-2018
aspace.studiogallery@gmail.com
Jennifer Johnston/Secretary
Board Term: 2015-2018
johnstonjenny40@gmail.com
Gail Rein/Treasurer
Board Term: 2014-2017
rein.gail@gmail.com
Bill Blakemore
Board Term: 2016-2019
blakemore1936@gmail.com
Nancy Coates
Board Term: 2016-2019
coates@gilanet.com
Carmon Steven
Board Term: 2016-2017
yankiecarmon@gmail.com

Kids, color the picture and bring it to the Co-op to receive a free piece of fruit.
(Produce Staff Selection)  
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July Sales
To Our Co-op Members & Customers: Please note that sales run for a two-week period. 

 Each month 100s of items are on sale. To see a complete list, please visit our website.
The pictured items are just a sample of the great values you will fi nd at the Co-op each month.

June 29 - July 19 

July 20 - August 2

Bulk
Organic

Hummus Dip Mix
reg $5.99#

SALE $4.39#

Late July
Purple Corn Chips

10 oz
reg $4.19

SALE $2.69

Taste Nirvana
Real

Coconut Water
16.2 oz

reg $2.99

SALE $2.00

Bulk
Organic
Instant

Refried Pinto Beans
reg $6.19#

SALE $4.39#

SoDelicious
Coconut Creamer

Original, 16 oz
reg $2.39

SALE $1.99

three twins
Caramel Truffl e Swirl

Ice Cream
16 oz

reg $4.99

SALE $3.69

three twins
Chocolate Chip

Ice Cream
Assorted, 16 oz

reg $5.39

SALE $3.69

 Members Only Specials

better bean
Bean Dips

Assorted, 14 oz
reg $4.29

SALE $3.89

Napa Valley
Toasted

Sesame Oil
12.7 oz

reg $6.99
SALE $6.29

Tea Tree Therapy
Antiseptic Cream

4 oz
 reg $7.69

SALE $6.89

Celestial Seasonings
Red Zinger Tea

20 ct
 reg $3.59

SALE $3.29

Tofurky
Italian Sausage 

14 oz
reg $4.69

SALE $4.29

June 29 - August 2

Bulk
Organic
Quinoa

reg $3.99#

SALE $2.99#

Good Belly
Pomegranate 

Blackberry Probiotic
32 oz

reg $4.29

SALE $2.69

Late July
Summertime

Blues
5.5 oz

reg $3.39

SALE $2.00

Brown Cow
Yogurt

Assorted, 6 oz
 reg $.99

SALE $.79

Woodstock
Shelled Edamame

10 oz
 reg $2.99

SALE $2.00

Amy’s
California

Veggie Burger
10 oz

reg $5.99

SALE $4.69

Drew’s
Double Fire Roasted

Salsa
12 oz

reg $4.69

SALE $2.99

Host Defense
Lion’s Mane

30 ct
reg $19.99

SALE $17.99

Noosa
Yoghurt

Assorted, 8 oz
reg $2.39

SALE $2.00

Bulk 
Organic

Pistachios
Roasted/Salted
 reg $11.99#

SALE $8.99#


